
Christmas Newsletter 2008
Our newly designed web site has launched. Please visit us at: www.stjosephshome.org.za

     Fola six months later!

Your support 
makes the 
impossible, 
possible.

Please help us 
with your prayers 
and donations. 

Thank you for giving our kids a new pool

Hydrotherapy Pool fully 
renovated thanks to the Rolf-
Stephan Nussbaum 
Foundation, Novo Nordisk and 
Swemco Pools

The newly renovated pool has two uses. It serves as 
a tool for the Physiotherapist for movement therapy 
and serves as a recreational outlet for the children. 

In keeping with our communal obligation we reduced 
our carbon footprint by adding solar heating panels, 
a solar water geyser for the showers, and a salt 
water chlorinator to cut down on chemicals. The pool 
benches are also made of recycled plastic.

We also thank Jumbo Anderson who chose to make 
a difference by helping us to connect the dots and 
Marjam Loibl a volunteer who came to St. Joseph's 
from Germany and helped to jumpstart the project.  

“At Christmas we contemplate God 
made man, divine glory hidden  
beneath the poverty of a Child 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and 
laid in a manger; The Creator of 
the universe reduced to the 
helplessness of an infant. Once we 
accept this paradox, we discover 
the Truth that sets us free and the 
Love that transforms our lives. On 
Bethlehem Night, the Redeemer becomes one of us, our 
companion along the precarious paths of history. Let us 
take the hand which he stretches out to us: It is a hand 
which seeks to take nothing from us, but only to give.”    
Pope Benedict XV1

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Fola (not her real name) is a sweet little girl according to 
the Nuns and staff at St. Joseph's. She has a beautiful 
disposition, a ready smile, and is ready to give and receive 
a hug. To look at her today, you would think she never had 
a worry in her life, but first looks don't always tell the story. 

Fola was born HIV positive. With no HIV testing done, she 
and her mother remained oblivious to the virus that was 
circulating through their blood streams. Within months of 
her placement at St. Joseph's Home her mother died of 
AIDS-related illnesses. 

A CHRISTMAS 
MIRACLE 

Fola was diagnosed with TB, 
severe malnourishment, and an 
inability to thrive. She had 
become so weak she could no 
longer eat on her own, and was 
no longer strong enough to 
walk. 

Her young life was 
hanging by a 
thread...

Fola: First day at 
St. Joseph's

Today Fola is off TB medication, but will remain on antiviral 
medication. She walks on her own, and we feel blessed to 
have witnessed a spectacular recovery.  

thOn December 25  Fola will be spending Christmas Day 
and everyday with her 
newly adopted parents! 

For 74 years with your 
helpful support, we bear 
witnessed to the miracles of 

http://www.stjosephshome.org.za


GOD home LOVE care CHILDREN cancer AIDS

If you would like to tour the Home and see first hand the manner in which 
God expresses his love for his children, please call our Resource 
Development office (021-934-0352) to arrange your visit or e-mail us at: 

info@stjosephshome.org.za

We are also available to share the story of St. Joseph's Home with your 
club or organization. 

1) Deposit a once-off or a re-occurring donation through 
your bank:

St. Joseph's Home for Children
Standard Bank
Account Number: 271 1666 14
Branch Code: 036 309
Swift Code: SBZAZAJJ (For international donors)

2) Mail a cheque, made out to St. Joseph's Home for 
Children.
St. Joseph's Home for Children
PO BOX 21
Howard Place, Cape Town
7450
South Africa 

3) Remember us in your will and/or name St. Joseph's 
Home in your life insurance policy.

4) Donations of supplies and food produce are welcome.

“St. Joseph's Home for Children” is a private, registered Non-Profit 
organization based on the Non-Profit Organization Act (Act 71 of 1997). 
NPO # 002-908. We are registered as a “Public Benefit Organization” 
based on Section 18A of the Income Tax Act (Act 58 of 1962). 

All donations received are used exclusively for and by “St. Joseph's 
Home for Children” in carrying out its mission to serve medically fragile 
and handicapped children. The names and contact details of donors are 
never sold or shared with other organizations. 

We are audited on an annual basis, and our statements are available on 
request or can also be viewed in the offices of the Director of Non-Profit 
Organizations.

MIND THE GAP
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MIND THE GAP

Mind the Gap! Is an announcement familiar to the ears of commuters travelling the London Underground; “The 
Gap” being the distance between the carriage and the station platform. In our case “The Gap” is the difference 
between the actual cost of a medical bed and the limited government support for that bed. In either case, bad 
things happen when we fail to “Mind the Gap”.

The goal is to seek your support in helping us to fully fund 120 medical beds for the year. Each bed represents the 
medical needs of infants and young children with chronic medical conditions. Your support of our “Mind the Gap” 
campaign makes you a vital part of the solution for children who require our specialized convalescent care. 

Suggested levels of support for our “Mind the Gap (MTG) campaign:

Once-off:    R500 to MTG for one week           Re-occurring donation: R42 per month             
                   R2000 to MTG for one month                                             R166 per month
                   R24 000 to MTG for one year                                             R2 000 per month  

thOur 75  anniversary is in 2010, the same year South Africa hosts the FIFA World Cup. Perhaps that is not a 
coincidence! With a long unblemished history of support for those most in need, St. Joseph's still stands at the 
ready to help children who through no fault of their own have been stricken with catastrophic illnesses.  Thank you 
and God Bless you! 

“Alone we can do so little; together 
we can do so much.” Helen Keller

Save the date:  St. Joseph's Gala Dinner  
th

                        May 7  2009
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